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NEw LIBRARY 


HOURS: 
Bentley Library, Haverhill 
Monday -Thursday 
8 a.m.-9 a.m. 
Friday 
8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday 
closed 
Lawrence Campus Library 
Monday - Thursday 
8 a.m. - 8 p.m. 
Friday 
8 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday 
closed 


COMPUTER LAB 


HOURS: 
Haverhill B216 
Monday-Thursday 
8 a.m. - 10 p.m. 
Fri.day 8 a.m. - 9 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday 
closed 
Lawrence L237 
Monday - Thursday 
8 a.m. - 10 p.m. 
Friday 
8 a.m. - 9 p.m. 
Saturday and Sunday 
closed 


FREE TUTORING IS 
AVAILABLE TO ALL 
NECC stTuDENTS 


For more information, contact 
the tutoring center at 

978-556-3411 or tutoringcen- 
ter@necc.mass.edu 


TODAY IS THE LAST 
DAY TO GET YOUR 
DISCOUNT TICKETS 
FOR THE 
TOPSFIELD Farr! 


See Maureen Saliba in the 
Sport & Fitness Center, room 
104 to purchase. 


BROWSER ISSUES 


Due to Firefox and Chrome 
Browser issues, use Internet 
Explorer to access MyNECC, 
DegreeWorks, Self Service 
and FlexReg 
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Haverhill mill inte 


By Kim Wuitinc 
Editor-In-Chief 
The abandoned mill on Ste- 
vens St. just outside of Lafayette 
Square in Haverhill caught fire on 
Sunday evening around 5 p.m. 
The mill was abandoned and 
plans for redevelopment were 
under way. No injuries were re- 
ported. 
Emergency vehicles closed 
the entire square off beginning at 


brings traffic 


about 6:15 pm. Crews from many 
surrounding towns responded to 
the eight-alarm blaze. 

On Monday, many NECC stu- 
dents mentioned being redirected 
in traffic and seeing the smoke 


-from miles away Sunday after- 


noon. 

Residents in the surrounding 
area lost power for several hours 
beginning at 7 pm. 

Firefighters were still on the 
scene Monday morning and 


to a halt 


Photo by Kim Whiting 
wee expected to remain through 
Monday and even into Tuesday, 
if needed, to ensure that the fire 
cannot flare up again. 


Neighboring homes were 
evacuated amid claims that the 
siding on the fire side was “melt- 
ing” according to one spectator. 

More pictures and information 
will be posted on the website as it 
becomes available. 


Spotlight on accessibility 


Renovations 


offer opportunity for 


universal design 
By KELLy SCHWING 
News Editor 


Accessibility at Northern Es- 
sex has long been a hot-button 


issue. The outdated elevators, the 
cracks in the ramps, the ice and 
snow in the winter — it all falls 
under the umbrella of accessibili- 
ty concerns. 

With the Spurk Building being 
renovated this upcoming year, 
some may wonder what upgrades 
are going to be made to improve 
accessibility. Susan Martin, di- 


rector of Learning Accommoda- 
tions, is an advocate for the issue. 
Martin has pitched the idea of 
“universal design.” 

Universal design would make 
improvements with certain dis- 
abilities in mind but would ben- 
efit the community as a whole. 
(continued on page 4) 


Johnny Depp stars as 
Whitey Bulger in the new 
release “Black Mass” 
Story on page-12 
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Voting in college, voting forever 


The Observer staff 
believes in the 


democratic process 


Student Senate is just one of 
the many ways to get involved 
on campus and gain valuable 
life experience. 

This is true not only if you 
run for office, but also if you 
take the time to vote. 

The first step to casting 
your vote is understanding 
the duties of the position to be 
filled. Then, you should learn 
who the candidates are and 
what makes them qualified for 
that position. 

Lastly, you need to actually 
cast your vote. 

The process of voting is 
much the same in all elections, 
whether they be for a position 
here at the college, or on a lo- 
cal school board or for Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

The mechanism by which 
you cast your vote will change 
with each of these different 
elections, but all forms of 
elections require that we, the 
voters, become educated about 
our options so we can vote in 
a way that is truly in our own 
best interest. 


It is both our right, and our 
duty, to do so. 

Voting in these college 
elections is important because 
it will help us to better under- 
stand the voting process and 
the importance of participat- 
ing in democracy. 

Those that are elected to the 
Student Senate are primarily 
tasked with seeking out and 
addressing students’ concerns, 
though they have many other 
important duties, including 
overseeing the clubs and or- 
ganizations, fundraising for 
scholarships and recommend- 
ing a spending plan for the 
Student Activities Fund. 

According to their website, 
“the mission of the NECC Stu- 
dent Senate is to promote the 
interests of the students, im- 
prove student participation in 
decision making and encour- 
age the integration between 
students, faculty, staff and 
campus organizations while 
uniting both campuses in the 
creation of positive change.” 

Last semester, students 
wishing to join the Student 
Senate for the current semes- 
ter applied by obtaining 20 
signatures on a petition from 


NECC Observer 


The award-winning student newspaper 
of Northern Essex Community College 
Room C-222, Spurk building, 

100 Elliott St. Haverhill, MA 01830 


Newsroom 978.556.3027 
Adviser 978.556.3397 


Advertising 978.556.3397 
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The NECC Observer reserves the right to edit, 
condense and refuse all submissions. 


Fall 2015 Observer Staff 


Epiror-In-CHlierF : 
Copy Eprror : 
OPprINion Epitor : 
News Epiror : 
FEATURES Epiror : 
A&E Epitor : 
Sports Epiror : 
Campus Lire Eprror : 
Wes Epiror : 
STAFF WRITER : 
CIRCULATION : 
FACULTY ADVISER : 


Kim Whiting 
Jowi Meli 
Rachel Rozavsky 
Kelly Schwing 
Sarah Tiso 
Rebecca Westerman 
Kyle Benson 
Chad Gorham 
Shaina Richards 
Rachel Sarcione 
Chad Gorham 
Mary Jo Shafer 


Have you taken Journalism 1? Are you taking it now? 
Would you like to be on the Observer staff? Then submit 
your resume to observer@necc.mass.edu. 


Publication Schedule 


Issue Publication Date 
#3 Oct. 7 

#4 Oct. 21 

#5 Nov. 4 

#6 Nov. 18 

#7 Dec. 2 

#8 Dec. 16 


Ad/Copy Deadline 
Sept. 30 
Oct. 14 
Oct. 28 
Nov. I1 
Nov. 25 
Dec. 9 


We welcome letters and articles from our readers. You can submit via 
email, and must include your name and phone number for verification 
Write “Letter” or “Article to Editor” in the subject line so we notice it 
right away. 
Send your letters to observer(@necc.mass.edu 
We try to publish all letters we recieve, but we reserve the right to edit 
or reject those we recieve 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press 


College Media Advertisers Inc 


the Colombia Scholastic Press 


Association, and the New England Press Association 


other students within their ma- 
jor. The candidates returned 
their petitions to the Student 
Engagement office by April 24 
and voting was held via Black- 
board for 15 of the 25 seats. 

The remaining 10 seats will 
be appointed by the elected 
senators on Wednesday, Sept. 
23. 

Those seats are equally di- 
vided between the Student 
Leadership Development Pro- 
gram and the five largest clubs 
on campus. 

Winners will be announced 
as soon as the results are avail- 
able. 

This is an especially im- 
portant time for us all to be- 
come more savvy about our 
political options, given the di- 
versity of the presidential can- 
didates this year. It seems that 
the priorities of each political 
party become further and fur- 
ther apart as time goes by. 

Historically, we vote for the 
more moderate candidates, it’s 
just that moderation is harder 
to find this year than in years 
past. 

We can’t rely on the media 
to keep us informed about the 
issues, since some media out- 


fF] facebook.com/neccobserver 


lets seem to have an agenda 
that is not consistent with the 
best interest of the population. 

Some media outlets have 
ratings as their first priority, 
not the wellbeing of the media 
consumers. It is easy to listen 
to the sensationalism and the 
drama and get caught up in it. 

In order to help sort it all 
out, the Observer is making 
a concerted effort to dedicate 
space in each edition to com- 
municating the facts about 
each candidate so you can 
make a more educated deci- 
sion when it comes time to 
cast your vote. 

To this end, we have includ- 
eda chart on page 9 of this edi- 
tion to start you off with some 
general information about 
each presidential candidate. 

We urge every student to 
register to vote, either at your 
city hall or online. Mass. res- 
idents can register online at 
massvote.org. N.H. residents 
can register at the department 
of motor vehicles website at 
dmv.org/nh. 

Look in every issue for 
more information about the 
candidates and where they 
stand on the important issues. 


Roaming Reporter 
Observer 


Observer 
welcomes new 
staff member 


Rachael Sarcione 
Staff Writer 


Rachael is a native of Law- 
rence and graduated from Greater 
Lawrence Tech in 1990. Rachael 
entered NECC as 39-year-old 
freshmen in 2011 as a Liberal 
Arts/ Writing major. When she 
is not busy working, sewing or 
playing guitar in a Heavy Met- 
al band, she is plugging away at 
homework. 

Rachael has received writing 
awards from NECC in the catego- 
ries of English Composition and 
Creative Non-Fiction. 

After a quarter of a century as 
a hairstylist, Rachael looks for- 
ward to sitting quietly in a room 
someday and getting paid to write 
or edit content for publication. 


staff give new students? 


Audio books. If you 
can get an audio book, 
you can listen in your 

car and save tons of 


time. Try librovox.com 


Kim WHITING 
Editor-In-Chief 


Be proud of where 
you go to school, even 
at community college. 
Part of your education 
is building character. 


SARAH TISO 
Features Editor 


Don’t be afraid to 
talk to people around 
campus. We are more 
friendly than we look. 


Jowi MELI 
Copy Editor 


Take your time. If it 
takes you seven years, 
it takes you seven 
years, and don’t be 
afraid to be yourself. 


KELLY SCHWING 
News Editor 


Don’t procrastinate on 
your homework. 
Always keep up with 
the reading. 


CHAD GORHAM 
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Buy a calendar o 
planner and put all your 
quiz and exam dates 
from your syllabus on it 
right away. 


SHAINA RICHARDS 
Web Editor 


The Presidential 
Election is coming 
next year, which 
brings about some 


oe questions 
By Racuet ROzavsky 
Opinion Editor 

Are you registered to vote? 
Are you aware of the history of 
voting? Do you know why it’s so 
important to our democracy? 

Voting has been part of our po- 
litical history for over 200 years. 
After the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence signed in 1776, we elected 
our first President, George Wash- 
ington, in 1788. 

Voting rights have not always 
been as open as they are today. 

At first, only white men who 
owned property had the right to 
vote. In 1889, Wyoming was the 
first state to allow female citizens 
to vote. Women gained the right 
to vote inm the United States in 
1920 and by 1965, the Voting 
Rights Act was signed and out- 
lawed racial discrimination in 
voting. 

It’s common to feel a bit dis- 
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The presidential election is 
next year, so cast your vote 


I think it’s more important for 18 to 
25-year-olds to vote. 
- Professor Tom Greene 


enchanted with politics, but as 
a U.S. citizen, you should care 
about who is running our country. 

Amy Callahan, who is a Com- 
munications Professor at NECC, 
states “Because we live in a de- 
mocracy, citizens have the re- 
sponsibility to be well-informed.” 

“T think it’s more important for 
18 to 25-year-olds to vote. . . 

“They typically don’t vote, 
which is why politicians don’t 
care (about appealing to them),” 
said Professor Tom Greene of the 
English department. 

“People in their 50s... vote a 
lot more, which is why they get a 
lot more of what they want out of 
our government.” 

Unfortunately, we do live in 
a society where older people are 
more involved in the political 
process. Hearteningly, though, 
a fair amount of 20-something 


students at Northern Essex are 
actively following the upcoming 
elections. 

Parker Moody, who is a His- 
tory major at Northern Essex, has 
been very passionate about poli- 
tics. 

“During the election back in 
2008, when it was McCain vs. 
Obama, my teacher and I would 
have heated discussions on our 
disagreements. 

“IT was for Obama while (the 
teacher) was for McCain,” he 
said. “One thing I really appre- 
ciated . . . was how he never 
discouraged me from what I be- 
lieved.” 

As the upcoming election is 
fast approaching, I decided to ask 
the students of Northern Essex if 
anyone is following the current 
candidates. 

From what it looks like, the 


The surprising effects of name 
recognition on decision making 


Think campaign 
signs are a waste 
of space? Sorry, 
you re wrong 


By Kim Wuitinc 
Editor-in-Chief 

This pole full of campaign 
signs (on right) is located on 
Route 110 near Kenoza Street, 
where the speed limit is 35 mph. 
A person driving by could not 
possibly read these signs, nor 
would we want them to for the 


ter and its focus was to increase 
our “understandings of the extent 
to which subconscious influences 
shape political decision-making.” 

The academic journal begins 
by pointing out that political 
candidates of all parties spend 
outrageous amounts of money 
on signage. Often, the signs of- 
fer no content beyond the name 
of the candidate and the office for 
which they are running. They do 
this because it has been proven by 
researchers time and again that 
name recognition alone is often 
enough to influence an election. 


Individuals toss their support behind 
candidates who appear most capable of 


winning the election. 
- 2011 Princeton University study 
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sake of anyone else on the road. 
If one did, perhaps, pull over to 
read the signs, what information 
could be gleaned from them any- 
way? Surely the electability of a 
candidate cannot be determined 
by the color and font with which 
they write their name. 

And yet a 2011 study presented 
at Princeton University disagrees. 
The study was by prepared by 
two associate professors from 
Vanderbilt University, Cindy D. 
Kam and Elizabeth J. Zechmeis- 


This study goes a step further in 
exploring why that may be. The 
study theorizes, in part, that “indi- 
viduals infer in name recognition 
greater viability, and bandwagon 
around candidates that appear 
more capable of winning office. 
Numerous studies document, dis- 
cuss, and assess the phenomenon 
of bandwagoning, in which indi- 
viduals toss their support behind 
candidates who appear most ca- 
pable of winning the election.” 
Acknowledging the existence 


of this psychological manipula- 
tion raises the stakes for us, as 
citizens, to educate ourselves and 
not rely on subliminal messages 
to drive our decision making. 

Name recognition. is a poor 
criteria by which to choose our 
elected officials. 


Questions? 
Comments? 
Love letters? 
We want to 
hear from you! 


Message us on Facebook, 
tweet us on Twitter, 
email us at 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
or call the newsroom at 
(978) 556-3027! 
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top 3 candidates mentioned (in no 
particular order) are Bernie Sand- 
ers, Hillary Clinton and Donald 
Trump. 

Alex Bromberg, who was a 
past student at NECC, is a huge 
political activist. 

He became interested after the 
Sept. 11 terrorist attacks where he 
“got caught up in the propaganda 
meant to legitimize a dangerous 
and destructive US foreign poli- 
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major at Northern Essex, who has 
been registered to vote as an In- 
dependent, since the age of 18. 

Ross has been following the 
current election and is not afraid 
to state his opinion. He is all for 
Bernie Sanders. 

“There is not much a chance 
for the Republicans to win,” he 
said. “The only nominee that is 
getting any attention is Donald 
Trump.” 


et Fh) nnn 


There is not much of a chance for the 
Republicans to win. 
- Michael JW Ross 


Eee 


cy. 

What makes a good president, 
according to Bromberg? 

“I think the answer to that is 
a candidate who respects and 
would adhere to the Constitution 
of the United States,” said Brom- 
berg. 

Michael JW Ross is a theatre 


Whatever your opinion, al- 
ways remember: your vote 
counts, whether it’s for a Stu- 
dent Senate election on campus, 
a local election in your town of 
residence, or for the President in 
2016. 


Cast your vote in our mock presidential election! 
Write in the name of the candidate you're voting for, 
cut this box out, drop it off in our polling box, 
and read the next issue to see the results! 
Need a guide? See our chart on page 9. 


CUT THIS OUT 
and return to the polling box outside of 


C222 
in the Spurk building 


: f Photo by Kin Whiting 
Teamsters union campaign signs off Route 110 in 


Haverhill near Kenoza Lake. 


‘NECC Observer Mock Election! 
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Access to 
success 


By KELLy SCHWING 


News Editor 
(continued from page _ 1) 
These ideas include higher, 


larger desks in the rooms that can 
accommodate wheelchairs. Right 
now, readers may notice one or 
two desks in the classrooms that 
are larger, but in Martin’s ide- 
al world, a wheelchair would fit 
comfortably anywhere in the class. 

Universal design also involves 
the ramps that anyone can use. 
Whether someone is using them 
because they are disabled, rolling a 
bag behind them or just tired after 
a long day of running to class, Mar- 
tin points out that this is another 
positive effect of universal design. 

There is an elevator in every 
building, with E and B sharing one 
where they intersect. Leading into 
the Hawrylciw Theater on the top 
floor of Spurk is a wheelchair lift. 


Last December, before a perfor- 
mance of “A Christmas Carol,” the 
wheelchair lift failed. The wom- 
an, and her wheelchair, had to be 
carried down the remaining stairs. 

“I do get a few of those (com- 
plaints),” said Martin, who also 
explained that there are records 
of each complaint and the respec- 
tive follow-up. When there is an 
undocumented issue and students 
voice their concerns later down 
the line, Martin said, “We don’t 
often know all of the details ... 
If (students) have what (they) be- 
lieve is an ‘access issue’ now or 
in the future please do not hes- 
itate to contact Justine Caron.” 

There is an Access Commit- 


tee that meets just once a year to 
discuss accessibility concerns and 
improvements. Martin is a part of 


This paper is your voice, too! 
We want to see what you have to say. 
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You can reach us at: 


978-556-3633 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
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Photo by Kelly Schwing 


The view from the “no ramp access” handicap parking spots in C lot. 


the committee along with previ- 
ously mentioned Justine Caron, 
the ADA Compliance Officer 
on campus. The committee was 
founded in 1998 with the respon- 
sibility to “review, discuss and rec- 
ommend items for a campus-wide 


7 . Photo by Kelly Schwing 
Commandant Michael McAuliffe (left) leads the group through trainee exercises. 


access plan in compliance with 
the Americans with Disabilities 
Act (ADA) and Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973,” ac- 
cording to an email from Martin. 

There is a meeting to dis- 
cuss the Spurk renovation 


plans on Oct. 8 in the Technol- 
ogy Center, room 103 at noon. 

The Observer invites you to 
share your experiences with ac- 
cessibility on campus. Contact 
Kelly at observer@necc.mass.edu. 


Sheriff's 
academy 


-t, moves in to 


NECC 


By KELLY ScHWING 
News Editor 

Students may have noticed a 
sheriff's van driving through the 
quad on Sept. 9. On top of the 
Methuen Police Academy, NECC 
has now become home to the 
Essex County Sheriff’s Depar- 
ment basic training academy. The 
Observer had the opportunity to 
speak with Commandant Michael 
McAuliffe and drill instructor Al- 
lysson Hernandez during the pro- 
gram’s move into the first floor 
of the Science building on the 
Haverhill campus. The program 
officially started on Sept. 14. 

The Methuen Police Academy 


has been moved into a few first 
floor classrooms in the Spurk 
building. 

Enrollees in the Sheriff's 
Deparment program will park 
only in the furthest row in the 
Spurk building student lot and 
are required to purchase parking 
permits. The class includes 31 
recruits, eight of them female, 
training to become corrections 
officers. 

Physical training will take 
place on campus, generally on the 
field in the quad. 


Trainees empty and repack their bags as a training exercise. 


Photo by Kelly Schwing 
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Ernie Ewusi (left) and Alex Zamansky (right) posing for 
pictures in the Spurk Building. 


Just monkeying 
around 


By KELLY SCHWING 
News Editor 


Ermie Ewusi, Radiology ma- 
jor and Alex Zamansky, Move- 
ment Science major, caused 
quite a comical scene on Friday 
afternoon. While students may 
have thought they were just go- 
ing to leave for the weekend, 
Ewusi and Zamansky decided 
they would give them a laugh 


RN 


as they roamed the hall in go- 
rilla masks. The two roamed the 
Spurk building getting looks, 
some kisses and even posing for 
pictures. “People loved it, even 
the teachers,” said Ewusi. When 
asked what had provoked the 
joke, Zamansky said, “We want- 
ed to be gorillas for a day.” 


“YOUR L! 


Organizing for 
social change in the 
2ist century 


Government 
professor weighs in 
on Market Basket 
book 


By STEPHEN SLANER 
Correspondent 

Editor’s Note: The following 
is a review by NECC professor 
Stephen Slaner of the book “We 
Are Market Basket” By Dan- 
iel Korschun & Grant Welker, 
(AMACOM, 2015, $24.95). 

If you’re a student, teacher or 
staff member at NECC, you prob- 
ably have heard of Market Basket 
—and not just because you work 
or shop there. The authors of this 
new book have subtitled it “the 
story of the unlikely grassroots 
movement that saved a beloved 
business,” and indeed, “We Are 
Market Basket” appears to be an 
unprecedented development in 
American labor history. While 
it lasted, it engaged not only the 
rank-and-file workers at Market 
Basket, but also the managers, 
vendors and customers in a unit- 
ed action to force the Board of 
Directors to bring back Arthur 
T. Demoulas. Arthur T. was the 
CEO who had been ousted by his 
cousin Arthur S. Demoulas in a 
mutually destructive struggle for 
control of a family-based compa- 
ny that had developed a distinc- 
tive pattern of labor-management 
relations over the years. 

As Korschun and Welker 
demonstrate with an abundance 
of research 
and interviews, 
Market —_Bas- 
ket embodied 
the idea that 
everyone who 
worked _ there, 
from Arthur T. 
on down, was 
part of a fami- 

If the peo- 


ly. 
EXPERIENCE Noe 
the action last 


Do you have career or military experience? Are you 
proficient with computers and software? Do you speak 
Spanish or another language? Then you may be able to 
earn college credit for your knowledge and skills. With 
, you can save 
money, move through the sequence of courses ata 


NECC'’s < 


LIFE 


faster pace, and graduate quicker! 


There are five ways to earn credit for life experience: 


e CLEP/DSST Exams 


¢ Portfolio Review 


iS 


Many NECC students have taken advantage of NECC's 


or email testing@necc.mass.edu. 


LIFE 
and you may be able to as well. Learn more at www.necc.mass.edu/cil, 


year declared 
“we are Market 
Basket,” this 
was __ because 
they had tran- 
scended the 
impersonal bu- 
reaucratic ma- 
trix that typifies 
so many cor- 
porations these 
days. As the 
authors write, 
“When people 
feel a strong 
membership 
in a company 
(what research- 
ers call organi- 


zational identification), it can cre- 
ate a sense of family very similar 
to what Market Basket employ- 
ees, customers and vendors feel.” 

CEO Arthur T. was personal- 
ly involved with many employ- 
ees and often stepped in to help 
at times of personal difficulties, 
much as the head of a family 
might intervene in a crisis situa- 
tion. Other CEOs have behaved 
in a similar way: Aaron Feuer- 
stein, for example, paid all em- 
ployees their full salary for 60 
days even after one of the build- 
ings at Malden Mills in Lawrence 
burned down in 1995. That story, 
however, did not have a happy 
ending; Feuerstein was ousted by 
a board of directors that evidently 
valued profits over humanity. 

At Market Basket the outcome 
was very different, thanks to a 
movement that mobilized a num- 
ber of constituencies to prevent 
business as usual. It’s notewor- 
thy that the movement had strong 
roots in the Merrimack Valley, 
where 100 years ago workers 
engaged in the largest strike in 
American history up to that time. 
The Bread & Roses strike of 1912 
in Lawrence was a critical event 
in putting the labor movement on 
the map. The solidarity displayed 
by those workers — of many dif- 
ferent ethnicities and including a 
large number of women — set an 
example that was to be emulated 
in the 1930s, as in the sit-down 
strikes by the United Automobile 
Workers in Flint, Michigan. 

But as Michael Moore showed 
in Roger and Me, Flint has greatly 
deteriorated since then. Indeed, 
the labor movement has precipi- 
tously declined since its heyday. 
What seem to be called for are 
new expressions of solidarity, 
as in the Occupy Movement of 
a few years ago. By coming up 
with the now-famous distinction 
between the 99% and the 1%, Oc- 
cupy raised the consciousness of 
many Americans as to the huge 
gap between haves and have-nots 
in this richest country on earth. 
But Occupy was hardly a union 
in the traditional sense. Rather, it 
included a wide range of people 
who were united in a spontaneous 
movement that not only ques- 
tioned corporate domination but 
also rejected the top-down model 
of leadership so common today. 

And this is where Market Bas- 
ket comes in. By asserting “we 
are Market Basket,” it was simul- 
taneously proclaiming that Arthur 


S. was not. That’s a challenge to } 


the idea that the cash nexus is the 


only thing that matters in Ameri- |} 


ca. But here we are faced with a 
problem. 
As the authors of this study 


tell us, “The Market Basket case 
shows that some people will fight 
for a business that they believe 
serves an important purpose — 
one that promotes fairness and 
respect.” 

The trade union movement, 
however, has historically relied 
on the workers themselves, with 
most understandably skeptical 
of the bosses’ ability to embody 
these values. Because of the la- 
bor movement we have such ben- 
efits as the eight-hour day, a min- 
imum wage (hopefully to become 
a living wage), occupational 
health and safety protections, and 
some safeguards against being 
arbitrarily fired. Certainly Mar- 
ket Basket is socially responsible, 
thanks primarily to Arthur T. and 
the culture he fostered, but there 
is no guarantee that it will con- 
tinue to be without continuous 
involvement by the movement 
that brought about his return. In- 
deed, it might be a good idea for 
that movement to explore ways 
in which the “virtual ownership” 
of Market Basket could be com- 
plemented by actual institutions 
designed to ensure that workers 
will continue to be treated with 
respect and get the rewards they 
deserve. And continuous pres- 
sure needs to be brought to bear 
on state, local, and national gov- 
ernment to make it possible for 
other workers to enjoy benefits 
similar to those at Market Basket. 

Finally, when a presidential 
candidate speaks as a democrat- 
ic socialist — and the new head 
of the Labour Party in England 
is emphatically a socialist — it is 
arguably time for an even more 
“unlikely grassroots movement” 
than “We Are Market Basket.” It 
is time for the idea of socialism 
to be given serious consideration 
once again in America. 


OANIEL KORSCHUN 4 GRANT WELAER 


WE ARE 


MARKET 
BASKET 


THE STORY OF THE UNLIKELY 
GRASSROOTS MOVEMENT THAT 
SAVED A BELOVED BUSINESS 
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Archie comics: the mystery continues 


Archies comic strip 
documentary 
comes to NECC 


Oct. 1 - Oct. 31 
By Kim Waitinc 
Editor In Chief 

Local legend holds that artist 
Bob Montana created the Archie 
comic strip and based the charac- 
ters, at least in part, on his Haver- 
hill High School peers. 

The truth of this claim has al- 
ways been somewhat of a mys- 
tery; it seems to be contradicted 
in a few places, including by the 
original publisher of the comic 
strip, John L. Goldwater. 

Goldwater is quoted as saying 
that he modeled the characters 
largely after people that he met 


4 K © 

“The art of our necessities 
is strange that can make 
vile things precious.” 
-William Shakespeare, 
“King Lear” 
By ResBecca WESTERMAN 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 

Auditions for “King Lear,” the 
renowned Shakespearian produc- 
tion, were held on Friday, Sept. 
11. 

The Top Notch Players of 
NECC have put on magnificent 
productions in the past: from ris- 
qué performances involving of- 
fensive puppets in “Avenue Q,” to 
the poignant and somber “Front,” 
the Top Notch Players deliver a 
captivating stage presence. 

King Lear itself was written 
by Shakespeare in a time of tur- 
moil, when King James VI was 
attempting to unite Great Brit- 
ain. It is reflected in the script 


while traveling throughout the 
Midwest as a reporter. Goldwa- 
ter is also said to have attended 
school in the Riverdale section of 
the Bronx, and Riverdale is the 
name of the fictional town from 
where Archie, Jughead, Betty, 
Veronica and the rest of the Ar- 
chie gang hail. 

When the comic was first re- 
leased in Nov. 1941, it was clear 
that Riverdale was located in 
Massachusetts. The high school 
depicted in the comic also seems 
to have been modeled after the 
original Haverhill High School, 
which is now City Hall. 

Cambridge-based film critic 
Gerald Peary has been a fan of 
the Archie comics since the 50s, 
but his interest was really piqued 
in the ’80s. 

He read a letter to the editor in 


the Boston Globe from a Haver- 
hill librarian, who stated that the 
Archie characters were alive and 
well living in Haverhill. 

Peary began his journey to 
find the real Archie characters. 

He created a documentary 
about what he uncovered called 
“Archie’s Betty” and is stopping 
in Haverhill next month as part of 
a nationwide tour. 

In celebration of Haverhill’s 
375th anniversary, NECC, But- 
tonwoods Museum and The 
Haverhill Historical Society are 
hosting two free showings of the 
film on Oct. 1 at 3 and 6:30 p.m. 
in the Hartleb Technology Center. 

An exhibit of Montana’s work 
and the original work of NECC 
students will be on display in the 
Linda Hummel ArtSpace from 
Oct. 1 through Oct. 31. 


Fj facebook.com/neccobserver 


Lear’ auditions finished 


that King James VI was trying to 
convince English Parliament to 
approve the union. 

Allyson Catanzaro, a psychol- 
ogy major and a member of the 
Top Notch Players, will be a part 
of “Lear” and has been a part 
of previous productions such as 
“Front.” 

Catanzaro became involved 
with theatre in sixth grade, first 
doing behind-the-scenes work. 

“T decided to audition one day, 
and | got a part, and I just learned 
to love the environment and ex- 
pressing myself on stage,” said 
Catanzaro. 

Besides her prior experience 
in productions, a motivation for 
auditioning for “Lear” is her ap- 
preciation for Shakespeare’s writ- 
ing. 

“Well, I love Shakespeare! I 
always have, and I haven’t been 


in a Shakespeare production in 


Main 


Earl of Gloycester ; Mark Morrison 
Earl of K ae -C ran ese iampa 
Edmund - Jon 
King Lear - Jim Murphy 
Coseril- Geehae Moon 
Regan - Caitlin Kennedy 
Cordelia - Abigail, peabronk 
King of France - elly 
Duke o { Burgundy - J Jarrod obb 
Duke of Cornwall - Daniel Burns 
Duke of Albany - Hunter soy aed 
Edgar - Christian 1 fe) 
Oswald - Armando Belliar 4 BR 
ool - Sarah Bir 
Old Man - Rob Mantegani 
Doctor - Jamie Buscemi 3 
Second Servant - Matthew Giovonnetti 
Gentleman - Act LV, ili - Paul Kelly 
Captain - Troy D’ Angelo-Lombari 
Gentleman - Jessé Brennan 


Ensemble 


Matthew Giovonetti, Jennifer Pi Pimental, Ally 

Catanzaro, Austin Pasek eo sele-Lomb 

Jamie Buscemi, Troy D’Angelo-Lombari, 
Hannah Heckman-McKenna, E. P. Lehner, Jesse 
Brennan, Lauren Smit , Stephanie 
Bisono, Emma Grace D- 


four years now, so it’s about time! 
| just find the way he’s able to ex- 
press his feelings on certain top- 
ics in such an elaborate way and 
intricate way. I just find it fasci- 
nating. The language he uses, the 
analogies and his connections to 
other literature,” said Catanzaro. 

The auditions were held in 
a relaxed 
ronment, with a 
welcoming feel to 
those who wanted 
to try out. “We had 
a lot of new fac- 
es this semester, 
and you do what 
you felt was best 
for the scene you 
were given and it 
just made it very 
comfortable,” said 
Catanzaro. 

Paul Kelly, Phi- 
losophy/Psychol- 


envi- 


ogy major, is also going to be a 
part of King Lear. He has been in 
“Front,” “Much Ado About Noth- 
ing,” and “The One Axe.” 

“] didn’t really think about it 
I kind of just did it, but let’s go 
with I wanted to express myself; 
| thought it would be a hoot,” said 
Kelly. 


He is most looking forward to 
Jim Murphy playing King Lear. 

Kelly’s thoughts on Shake- 
speare and his work were simple: 
“He really shakes it up, y_ know?” 


QUINNIPIAC 
UNIVERSITY 


Hamden, Connecticut 


Experience 


Arts and Sciences 


an education 
that sets your 
passion ablaze. 


Our unique biend of classroom and 
practical experience helps give 
your fire a 
a promising future 
Quinnipiac Univer 
faculty create a per: 


focus, | 


empowering é€ 
you access to o 
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Student Engagement 
Center hosted events 


By RACHAEL SARCIONE 
Staff Writer 
Sponsored by Student Engage- 


ment Center, the College Life & 


Campus Services Fair was held 
on the Haverhill campus on Sept. 
16 and the Lawrence campus on 
Sept. 21 and ran from 11-1 p.m. 
in both locations. 

The colorful tablecloths and 
balloons surrounding the smiling 
faces of the representatives cre- 
ated a warm and inviting atmo- 
sphere for learning about all the 


ry ane 
A 


s 


support systems that are readily 
available to NECC students. 

“We connect students to all 
kinds of resources; social and 
academic,” said Deb LaValley, 
a staff member representing the 
Student Success Center. “Even 
if someone needs help with their 
homework, that’s what we’re 
here for.” 

Promoting the new Starfish 
Early Success program, the Stu- 
dent Success Center offered a 
free raffle and contest for nam- 
ing the program’s mascot, a blue 
starfish. The winner of the con- 
test will be announced in October 
and will receive a gift basket of 


which LaValley said the contents 


are “still growing.” 

Among the more than 30 
booths at the fair were represen- 
tatives from the PACE program, 
Alpha Beta Gamma, Veterans 
Services, Bacon Boardgamers, 
Dance Club, and the Counseling 
Center, just to name a few. 

The Gay-Straight Alliance, 
represented by NECC student Gi- 
anna Derrico, was pleased to ex- 
tend an invitation to all who wish 
to support LGBTQ+ students. 
“We want everyone to feel safe 
and comfortable,” said Derrico. 

Andrea Spinelli, staff member 
of the Learning Accommodations 
Center, said, “I love doing these 
events, I’m always the first one to 


Fj facebook.com/neccobserver 


Students enjoy college life fairs 


sign up.” 

Spinelli enjoys assisting stu- 
dents with documented, diag- 
nosed disabilities by connecting 
them with many different types 
of services. Anything from ac- 
cessible furniture to peer note 
taking can be arranged for qual- 
ified students. “If you’re in the 
class already, why not earn some 
extra money by taking notes for 
a classmate?” said Spinelli. “You 
can get paid up to $125 per se- 
mester.” 

Administrative Assistant Ma- 
ria Hom was joined by co-rep- 
resentatives Joe Torres and Rob 
Wormald for the Wellness and 
Fitness Center, which includes 


“Minnpapavnvasys ’ 


| Students were invited by all the diffrent clubs on camups at the College Life and Services Fair. There were charactures and naming the starfish. 


a full gym with everything from 
free weights to treadmills and 
more. “Come utilize our facili- 
ties,” said Wormald. “We have a 
lot of attendance incentives, like 
free sweatshirts.” 

Hom adds “It’s free to all stu- 
dents, all you need is your student 
1D.” 

Those who attended the fair 
received lots of free gifts, such 
as pens and buttons, but it was 
the Italian slush provided by Big- 
gart’s Ice Cream of Haverhill that 
left quite an impression on Hom. 
“It’s delicious!” 


Photo by Chad Gorham 
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Ama ence, 
perseverance, and a 


true sense of humor 
By SARAH TIso 
Features Editor 


oD Bitton Shion 4 


Photo courtesy of Opportunity Works 
Justin speaking for the Opportuni- 
ty Works annual golf tournament at 


Haverhill Country Club 
Walking into Opportunity 
Works, you hear classical music 
playing from the welcome desk. 
The staff instantly greet you, and 
quickly help you get to where you 


need to go. 

The building may be new, but 
the bonds between the staff and 
students there are richly rooted. 
Each person has a profound story 
to tell, like Justin Sanchez. 

Justin Sanchez is 
27 years old and has 
been at the Haverhill 
location of Opportuni- 
ty Works for about six 
months. 

Sanchez is in Club 
} 22, works as a recep- 
tionist at Opportuni- 
ty Works, and has the 
i) name of “helper” with 
math, cooking, and 
much more. Club 22 
is a program “for peo- 
ple with disabilities: 
it helps you achieve 
goals, the staff helps 
you out,” said Sanchez. 

Sanchez was born 
into divorce, and his 
sister’s father raised 
him. 

“I was a terrible 
baby, threw toys at my 
door,” he said. 

“['m a caring per- 
son, I treat people with 
respect ... I’m here if 
anyone needs to talk, I 
don’t like it when people 
are sad. Oh yeah, I’m 
Puerto Rican — I 
speak Spanish and French.” 

When he was just a baby he 
traveled to the Dominican Re- 
public. “I got bit by something, 


(which meant) I had to relearn ev- 
erything... it was scary,” he said. 
Sanchez took all the pain, 
obstacles, negativity and doubt 
thrown at him, and simply decid- 
ed being a stronger man was more 
important than staying down on 
himself for the rest of his life. 

Destiny Farley, a friend from 
high school, said that one of San- 
chez’s best qualities is his sense 
of humor. “He’s a jokester; al- 
ways laughing, smiling.” 

In middle and high school, 
Sanchez got straight A’s in addi- 
tion to playing football, basket- 
ball and baseball. 

To him, nothing else matters 
except “to make people happy. 
I don’t like it when people are 
sad, it makes me sad.” Through 
all his struggles, he still wanted 
to help others be happy. “Without 
confidence, you can’t succeed in 
life,” he said. Sanchez has found 
his passion in public speaking. 


tunity Works is my 
favorite thing be- 
cause I’m confident 
in what I’m doing. 
I’m not afraid,” 
said Sanchez. 

The staff of Op- 
portunity Works jf 
know Justin San- f 
chez well, collec- 
tively applauding 
his helpful nature. 
Just walking down 
the hallways with 
Justin and talking, 
people stopped Jus- 
tin to high five him 
and say something 
about his character. 
Sanchez said, 

“Debbie is 
my favorite per- 
son at Opportuni- 


Opportunity Works’ Justin Sanchez 


Photo by Sarah Tiso 


ty Works. She is a Melissa Merrow and Justin at the recep- 
down to earth person, tion desk at Opportunity Works 


helps you wherever 


He has even spoken at the Op- you're stuck- like I can’t count 
money, she helps 
me out.” 

> : . Staff coordi- 
He’s witty, cheerful, caring, aioe Gan lekonalt 
shows a genuine interest “Debbie” Ho- 
in others gan-Vicente __re- 
ten ciprocated __ this 

- Jim Field : 


——_—___—__—_————»» 


portunity Works annual golf tour- 
nament at the Haverhill Country 
Club. 

“Public speaking for Oppor- 


Student college visit 


St. Petersburg Beach 
and dolphins, what's 


not to love? 


By SHAINA RICHARDS 
Web Editor 


NECC students Christian 
Doyle, Tarah MacGregor and 
Geehae Moon went on a road trip 
this summer to visit two colleges 
in Florida. The road trip was ini- 
tially the idea of MacGregor, a 
Liberal Arts major in her fifth 
year at NECC. 

She wanted to visit her two 
top choice schools: New College 
of Florida in Sarasota and Eckerd 
College in St. Petersburg. 

“I was inspired to go on the 
trip for a couple of reasons, most 
important being that I watched 


“Tarah figured she had to 
make the trip down to the schools 
anyways, so why not make it into 
something fun, like a bonding ex- 
perience for a couple of her close 
friends?” said Doyle, a sopho- 
more studying theater at NECC. 

It took them six days to get to 
the first college, and they slept in 
MacGregor’s car at night. 

A lot of the highlights of their 
trip occurred on the way down. 
They visited the Smithsonian’s 
National Air and Space Museum, 
Freer Museum, and Edgar Allan 
Poe Museum. 

They also stopped in Savan- 
nah, Georgia, and went to the 
Coastal Georgia Botanical Gar- 
dens. 

Moon, a theater major in her 
seventh full time term at NECC, 


a - | 


There were actually four dolphins that 
were about 10 feet away from us. 
- Christian Doyle 


ee 


my sister visit her number one 
choice for transfer and hate it ear- 
lier this year,” she said. 

The three friends decided to 
make stops at several different 
places on the way to Florida, in- 
cluding Washington D.C. 


described them as “breathtaking.” 
The three students had one 
last adventure in Florida, at St. 
Petersburg Beach, which Doyle 
described as “really spectacular.” 
“There were actually four 


dolphins that were about 10 feet 
away from us. | initially thought 
it was a shark. . . I was like “‘Hon- 
estly, I’m not going to be a spe- 
cial on Shark Week,’ so I ran out 
of the water. Then as soon as I re- 
alized they were dolphins, I went 
back,” he said. 

Their first college visit was at 
New College in Sarasota.“I’ve 
been looking at New College for 
years now; it’s been my dream 
school,” said MacGregor. 

The college’s campus is ac- 
tually the former estate of the 
Ringling brothers. “New College 
was very impressive. The cam- 
pus is gorgeous. The admissions 
building is made of pink marble, 
set right on the bay. It was like a 
dream,” said Moon. 

Despite New College’s charm, 
and MacGregor’s high expecta- 
tions for the college, the students 
found themselves feeling much 
more enamored after leaving 
Eckerd College. 

“Honestly, I ended up hating 
New College. The campus was 
beautiful, but I couldn’t see my- 
self there,” she said. 

“IT was freaking out. I didn’t 
know a world where New Col- 
lege wasn’t my next step and I 
was terrified of letting that go. I 
didn’t even want to visit Eckerd 
the next day,” she said. Before 
visiting Eckerd, she didn’t know 


affection, saying 
that Sanchez is “a 
great guy. He is a 
pleasure to have 
in our Club 22 program. He is 
also very helpful when needed.” 
“He always has clever things 
to say. He’s witty, cheerful, car- 


ing, shows a genuine interest in 
others,” said Jim Field, Job De- 
veloper in Project Research for 
Opportunity Works. 

Sanchez will be going through 
the Project Research Program in 
October to find a job. He aspires 
to be in forensics. 

“I watch ‘Two and a Half | 
Men,’ but my favorite is ‘CSI Mi- 
ami,’ ‘CSI Cyber,’ anything like | 
that — that’s what I want to do in | 
life,” he said with an optimistic 
smile. 


and road trip 


as much about what they offered 
and wasn’t nearly as excited 
about it as she was about New 
College. 

She decided to go because her 
mentors strongly encouraged her 
to and she trusted their advice. To 
her surprise, she ended up falling 
in love with Eckerd after only 5 


cally aligned with what you are 
interested in. 

While Doyle is pursuing a the- 
ater degree, he also has many oth- 
er interests, and wasn’t sure how 
he could incorporate them into 
one degree. “I realized that’s the 
kind of program I would like to 
go into, and had I not visited Eck- 


Honestly, I ended up hating New College. 
- Tarah MacGregor 


—$_$______95 


minutes on the campus. “It felt 
like fate,” she said. 

“Visiting Eckerd made me re- 
alize that one thing I really like 
about NECC is that it has a very 
holistic view of its students. They 
aren’t as rigid as other universi- 
ties. 

Eckerd and Northern Essex 
kind of share that,” said Doyle. 
Eckerd appealed to Doyle be- 
cause they don’t rule out students 
who may have a nontraditional 
path. Eckerd offers a program 
that, in a way, lets you build your 
own major. 

Basically, you work under 
an umbrella of a major and then 
work with an advisor to create a 
course load that’s more specifi- 


erd, | don’t think 1 would have 
realized that’s what I needed,” he 
said. 

Moon was also impressed with 
Eckerd. “I loved the community 
feel of the campus. I realized that 
the sense of close knit communi- 
ty feeling I have at NECC could 
be something I could find at Eck- 
erd,” she said. 

Reflecting on the experience, 
MacGregor realized that what a 
school’s website looks like is not 
indicative of how it will make 
you feel. 

“Nothing can measure com- 
fort or community other than 
how you actually feel there, and 
that cannot be taken for granted,” 
she said. 
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siete .. You’re making an investment in || - JD, Georgetown Univ. Law Center, 1975; __|Former U.S. 
number of their children; their fi di ill | k ~ Falls Married, 6 Graduate, United States Naval Academy, Senator, 
religion; mndaheiedueation: the your future, and it will only take a |_ 7/2/2015 RS # |Jim Webb! 69|Church, VA [children [Protestant |1968 _ pirate: ___| Virginia 
“ie : 3 few hours to do the research. Scott Wauwatosa, |Married, 2 | Evangelical Gov. of 
experience that qualifies them for UPDATE: Since this list was 7/43/2015 )_|Walker Wisconsin |children |Christian _|Attended, Marquette Univ. 1986-1990 
the position; and their net worth. . 4 | John Westerville, |Married, 2 |Roman 
Noteuthat there isn’t nearly compiled, Scott Walker has an- 7/21/2015 = Kasich OH children | Catholic BA, Political Science, Ohio State Univ., 1974 |Gov. of Ohio 
ote tha s ; saieee ao | uU f Virginia, 1971; JD, Univ. of Virginia 
oh e t fit j th nounced his withdrawal from the 5 Jim |Henrico |Married, 2 Law School, 1977; Auzylinteltioatics School |Former Gov 
enough space to Nt in ese Can- presidential race. 7/30/2015 =. |Gilmore County, VA |children |Methodist _|and Defense Language Institute {of Virginia 


didates’ positions on the issues. 


Stay Gn teicke 

With Starfish Early Success, you can: 
¢ Get feedback from your instructors — 
¢ Learn about NECC’s resources 


¢ Discover your success network 


Access Starfish in the 
MYNECC Portal andgor the Student 
Resources Tab in Blackboard 


Northern Essex x starfi sh 


Community College retention solutions 
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New Cross Country coach comes to 
Northern Essex to revive program 


Thomas Bradley 
brings 38 years of 
coaching experience 
to NECC 


By Ky Le BENSON 
Sports Editor 

Northern Essex Athletics has 
not offered a cross country pro- 
gram in seven years. There hasn’t 
been a coach or enough students 
to fill out-a team. Now, after all 
this time, they are bringing the 
program back thanks to new head 
coach Thomas Bradley. 


Bradley has accomplished 


many things in his life. He grew 
up in Brooklyn, N.Y., graduated 
from the Military Academy at 
West Point and ended up a cap- 
tain in the U.S. Army for five 
years. After that part of his life, 


he worked on Wall Street and 
several banks. 

For about 38 years now, he has 
been coaching multiple sports 
at different schools around New 
England. When asked what sport 
he enjoys coaching the most, he 
always says the same thing: cross 
country. 

The last job 
Bradley had _ before 
Northern Essex was 
head coach of the 
cross country team 
at Wilmington High 
School, where he 
coached for 18 years. 
With Wilmington 
he also coached the 
girl’s basketball team, showing 
the high school his love and dedi- 
cation to sports. 

At the end of his 18 years at 
Wilmington High, he announced 


Carlos Pena has played his last game in his MLB career. 


By KyLe BENSON 
Sports Editor 


his retirement. His retirement 
didn’t last too long though. 
Bradley saw an ad in the Ea- 
gle-Tribune that Northern Essex 
needed a head coach for cross 
country and decided to contact 
Athletic Director Sue MacAvoy. 
When he met with MacAvoy, he 
learned that he would actually be 


Sl ee a Gi oe 


“A lot of it has just been fun. As long as I 
stay healthy I can see myself sticking around 


for a while” 


- Coach Thomas Bradley 


bringing back the program. He 
reacted positively to the news and 
is ready for the new challenge. 
His retirement barely lasted a 
whole summer. He just couldn’t 


stay away. 

“A lot of it has just been fun. 
As long as | stay healthy I can 
see myself sticking around for a 
while,” Bradley said. 

The cross country team has 
five scheduled meets this sea- 
son. It will be a new experience 
for Bradley, because this is his 
first time 
coaching at 
the college 
level. 

Bradley 
is now re- 
cruiting all 
students who 
may be in- 
terested in 
running cross country. Those in- 
terested can reach him at tbrad- 
ley@necc.mass.edu. 


i Een ea 
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Haverhill’s own 
Carlos Pena 
retires from MLB 


2010, 


making it to the 
World Series in 2008, 


brothers always 


was where me and my 


Carlos Pena has de- 
cided to finally call it a 
career and retire from 
Major League Baseball. 

The former Haverhill 
resident played in the 


5 MLB for 14 years for 
i eight 


different teams. 
On Friday, Sept. 18, he 
signed a one day con- 
tract with the Tampa 
Bay Rays — the team he 
holds closest to his heart 
— so he could retire 
with the club. He played 
for the Rays from 2007- 


but eventually losing to 
the Philadelphia Phillies. 

According to the Ea- 
gle-Tribune, Pena still 
thinks about Haverhill to 


out. We'd get up at four 
in the morning and go 
hit in the batting cages in 
the basement,” Pena told 
the Tribune. 


“I could mention so may 
people in Haverhill that I 


grateful for.” 


- Carlos Pena 


this day. 

“Haverhill High pre- 
pared me well. It was a 
great school. The YMCA 


“I could mention so 
many people in Haver- 
hill that I’m grateful 
for.” 


In addition to grad- 
uating from Haverhill 
High School, Pena also 
attended Northeastern 
University in Boston. 

In 1998 he was draft- 
ed into the MLB by the 
Texas Rangers. He got 
picked in the first round 
and was the 10th pick 
overall. 

During his 14 years | 
in the MLB, he played | 
1,494 games, scored 745 | 
runs, piled up 1,146 hits, | 

| 


and hit 286 home runs. 

Pena is now an ana- 
lyst for the MLB Net- 
work. 


Photos from fall Baseball and Softball practices 


Page 11 * NECC Observer « Sept. 23, 2015 


Sports 


() observer.necc.mass.edu @theneccobserver [F]facebook.com/neccobserver 


Outdoor basketball court in jeopard 


aa 


Rarely used court 
may be removed in 


near future good condition, so the court so it does not fall 
has gone the way nature has apart again due to 

By Kye Benson taken it. This has led to many neglect. 

Sports Editor different problems. The school 


When students drive on Ke- 
noza Avenue to take the rear 
entrance into Northern Essex, 
they are greeted with the nice 
view of Kenoza Lake. On the 
other side of the road, though, 
lies an abandoned basketball/ 
handball court. 

“Yeah, the eyesore?” said 
Athletic Director 


A people 


“Tt actually used to be a decent 
outdoor small basketball court out 


“Tt actually used 
to be a decent 


outdoor small a waste of time, 

oe se court there.” space and mon- 
out there.” S ey. 
- Sue MacAvoy y 

The court has : The — school 


been in this lo- re could also de- 
cation since the cide to remove 


Haverhill cam- 

pus opened. It was surely in 
better shape back then. The 
basketball nets were intact, 
there were no holes in any of 
the fences separating the bas- 
ketball and handball courts, 
and there was brand-new as- 
| phalt — no grass growing 
| through the middle of the 


courts. 
Nobody has taken enough 
care of the area to keep it in 


“Last year there was a water 
main break down there. The 
water pipes went underneath 
that so they had to dig up cer- 
tain areas of it, and that is not 
in the best of places, being that 
it is in a low spot next to the 
reservoir — so the asphalt was 
constantly cracking,” MacA- 


voy said. 

The Athletic Department 
has noticed that the court has 
fallen into disrepair and are 
currently trying to figure out 
what to do with it. One option 
would be to keep the court, but 
they would have to make ren- 
ovations and be sure that stu- 


ANIMAL STUDIES/VETERINARY SCIENCE | BIOLOGY | BUSINESS | COMMUNICATIONS dsts 


dents would want 
to come and use it 
on a regular basis 


could also decide 
to move it some- 
where else on the 
campus, but there 
is the issue of 
finding more land 
to create a new 
one. Once again 
though, it is not 

guaranteed that 
would 
come and use it 
and it could be 


it altogether, 
said MacAvoy. 

“They’re trying 
to decide if they’ re 
actually just going 
to remove it be- 
cause it is kind of a 
safety hazard.” 


PREPARING STUDENTS FOR 
JOBS THAT DO NOT YET EXIST, 
TO SOLVE PROBLEMS THAT 
HAVE YET TO BE IDENTIFIED 


COLLEGE * 


COMPUTER INFORMATION SYSTEMS | CRIMINAL JUSTICE/FORENSICS | DATA SCIENCE 
EARLY CHILDHOOD & YOUTH EDUCATION | EQUINE MANAGEMENT | EXERCISE SCIENCE 


GAME DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT | GLOBAL CITIZENSHIP | GRAPHIC DESIGN | LIBERAL ARTS 


NURSING | POLICING/LAW ENFORCEMENT | PRE-PT | PSYCHOLOGY | SPORTS MANAGEMENT 


61 SEVER STREET » WORCESTER, MA 01609 » 508.373.9400 


WWW.BECKER.EDU 


Pxuoto BY KYLE BENSON 
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Find the hidden words 


Words may appear 
in any direction, 
including upside 

down and 
backwards. 


ARTS 
BENSON 
CAMPUSLIFE 
CARTOONS 
EDITORIALS 
EDUCATION 
ENTERTAINMENT 
EVENTS 
FACULTY 
FEATURES 
FERRANTE 
GORHAM 
INFORMATION 
JOURNALISTS 
LETTERS 
MELI 
NEWSPAPER 
OBSERVER 
OPINIONS 
PHOTOGRAPHS 
PUZZLES 
QUESTIONS 
REPORTERS 
RESEARCH 
RICHARDS 
ROZAVSKY 
SCHWING 
SEMESTER 
SHAFER 
SPORTS 
STAFF 
STORIES 
STUDENTS 
TISO 
WEBSITE 
WELCOME 
WESTERMAN 
WHITING 


‘Black Mass’ a compelling portrait 
of Whitey Bulger with imperfections 


Jowi MEI 
Copy Editor 

4, 

“Black Mass” 

Starring Johnny Depp, Joel 
Edgerton, Benedict Cumberbatch 


There is no denying that John- 
ny Depp’s performance as James 
“Whitey” Bulger in “Black 
Mass” is his finest in years, a 
twisted tour-de-force of subtle, 
reserved psychopathy. A shame, 
then, that the movie around him 
is sO uninventive in its structure. 
It’s not a bad film by any stretch 
of the imagination; it just spends 
too much time recounting events 
and not enough on the intriguing 
details. 

While the story of Bulger has 
fascinated people across the na- 
tion, it’s obviously of particular 
interest to Massachusetts _resi- 
dents. The criminal’s infamous 
alliance with the FBI — and his 
subsequent ascendance to un- 
touchable “crime lord” — hap- 
pened in and around our state’s 
capital city, involving corruption 
of local law enforcement and 
murders in locations a bit too 
close to home. With Bulger’s 


capture in 2011 reigniting the fire 
of interest, it’s only natural that 
it would get the big-screen treat- 
ment, complete with an all-star 
cast: Joel Edgerton as FBI liaison 
John Connolly, Benedict Cum- 
berbatch as Bulger’s brother Wil- 
liam, and “Breaking Bad” alum 
Jesse Plemons as young recruit 
Kevin Weeks. 

The actors deliver their Bos- 
ton-accented lines with fluctu- 
ating authenticity. At times they 
might not sound out-of-place in 
Dorchester, at others they appear 
to be speaking through a mouth- 
ful of marbles. Either way, they 
are all too compelling to take 
lightly; while the phoniness of 
a few early lines elicited laughs 
from the audience, there was 


quickly silence. 

Depp is invisible as an actor, 
cloaked by a thick layer of make- 
up and an unbelievable dedica- 
tion to character; his Bulger is 
cold, seething, ready to explode 
at the first sign of betrayal. 

His scenes with violence are 
revealing, but those without even 
more so. A dinner conversation 
involves an associate revealing a 
“secret recipe” — to which Bulg- 
er responds with fury and suspi- 
cion. 

“I’m just f---ing with you,” he 
says, after much too long. We’re 
not so sure. Less sure are we 
when he “checks up” on Connol- 
ly’s wife feigning illness to avoid 
eating with the mobsters, running 
his fingers through her hair and 
caressing her throat while fearful 
tears roll down her cheeks. 

It’s these scenes, exploring the 
nitty-gritty emotions of Bulger 
and the rest of the Winter Hill 
Gang, that are the most fascinat- 
ing. 
And there are a great deal of 
them, to be fair: those around 
the death of Bulger’s son; those 
around the childhood friend- 
ship of Connolly, Bulger and his 


politician brother; and those 
around Connolly and his wife, 
who is slowly realizing that her 
husband is getting in over his 
head. We want to see these indi- 
vidual stories develop, and we 
are still wanting when the credits 
roll. 

Ultimately, there is too much 
material to fit the two-hour run- 
ning time, and so director Scott 
Cooper chooses to give us sum- 
maries rather than stories. 

The framing device, which 
sees the present-day Winter Hill 
boys giving testimony to the FBI 
in close-up shots before cutting to 
flashbacks, is more “documentary 
dramatization” than film artistry. 

A tighter focus might have 
helped; major players come and 
go without much context, Con- 
nolly is missing for large sections 
of the film, and goofy epilogue 
text tells us “Rudy” style how 
these people went on to do some 
other things. 

There is probably enough in 
the story of Bulger and the Win- 
ter Hill Gang for five movies. 
We can still wait for those to be 
made, but in the meantime, this is 
a damn good highlight reel. 


NECC 
Trivia 


Wheunded) 


In 1961, in Bradford, at the 
Former Greenleaf Elementary 
school 
There were 181 students, 6 

programs 
There were 13 professors: 
5 full, 8 part time 


Where does the 
nickname 
“NECCO” 

come from? 


While nobody seems 
100% sure, Observer staff 
came upon these newspa- 
pers from the early 1960’s in 
which the name appears as 
N ECC O (Northern Essex 
Community College Obsery- 
er). This may be the culprit. 


Who is 
Chester W. 
Hawrylciw? 


Chester W. Hawrlyciw 
made his acting debut as 
Fezziwig in the Top Notch 
Theater when he was associ- 
ate dean at NECC. He later 
became Dean of Humanities. 
Hawrylciw died suddenly in 
2002 at the age of 58 and the 
theater was dedicated to him 
in 2009. A memorial schol- 
arship honoring him and his 
wife, Sally Ann, was also 
created. 


How do you 
ronounce 
awrylciw? 


HA - rihl - choo 


2014 stats from 
NECC’s annual report 
to the community: 


*There are 6,963 students 
enrolled in credit courses 
*The average age of day 
students is 25 
*The average age of night 
students is 31 
*68% are under 25 years 
old 
*67% are part-time 
*62% are female 
*44% are first generation 
college students 
*64% receive financial aid 
*85% are MA residents 


